VI                                          PREFACE
Jahrhundert may be so regarded. Apart from Professor
Sombart's study of this period, it is believed, nothing of
consequence has appeared in the way of a theoretical inquiry
into this Imperial era and the run of its industrial affairs,
although many scholarly and workmanlike studies have
presented the run of the facts from one point of view and
another.
There is of course no intention here to impart information
on the history of this period, whether political or economic 5
and the historical information made use of as material for
argument is of the commonplace kind familiar by common
notoriety or from the standard manuals accessible to all
readers. Anything like a comprehensive citation of sources
and authorities has accordingly been dispensed with, though
citations and references covering given points have been
brought in where special occasion appeared to call for it.
The argument runs between the lines of the histories, as
conventionally written, and does not lean on recondite mate-
rial or niceties of detail.
To English readers, it is true, the chapter on the Old
Order may appear in part to rest on recondite information.
The argument bearing on this topic presumes a degree of
familiarity with the archseology of the Baltic region, to-
gether with a fairly exhaustive first-hand acquaintance with
what there is extant of literary remains in the Old Icelandic.
It is not a matter in which the reader would be much helped
out by a citation of sources j nor would a detailed enumer-
ation of documents and textual passages appear to serve any
useful end even in the hands of a specialist in this province
of erudition, since the purpose for which this material is